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This is the third story prepared by the Wenonah Historical Society to promote the history of our special 
town. Our story includes information that you may find enlightening, amusing, or in some cases, 
unbelievable. We hope these “fun facts” will give you a better sense of Wenonah’s past.  

Enjoy our story and your walk from the library through the park! 
  

The Wenonah Historical Society  
is pleased to participate in StoryWalk.® 

Our story is “Fun Facts about Wenonah.” 
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Volunteer organizations are the backbone of Wenonah. You likely recognize many of the organizations that are 
active today, such as the Lions Club, Woman’s Club, Lake Association, and hopefully, the Historical Society. But 
have you heard of the following organizations of yesteryear?

 Ladies Mite Society 

 Library Society 

 Young Women’s Christian Temperance Union 

 Cycle Club 

 Ladies Aid Society 

 Progressive Euchre Club 

 Christian Endeavor Society 

 Daisy Club 

 Needlework Guild 

 Tourist Club 

 Musical Society 

 Foreign Mission Society 

 Third Rail Club 

 Sorosis Club 

 Lodge of Junior Order of American Mechanics 

 Literary Society 

 Park and Woodland Improvement Association 

 Monday Club 

 Mother’s Circle 

 4-H Club 

 Garden Club 

 Junior Flower Club 

 Playground Association 

 Masonic Club 

 Fourth of July Association 

 Boy’s Brigade  

Fun Facts:  Volunteer Organizations 
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Wenonah House (1872-1887) 

The Wenonah House, a majestic 3-story structure with 40 
rooms, opened for guests in spring of 1872. There were only 
10 houses in Wenonah. The hotel was located on S. Clinton 
Ave. across from the park. A boardwalk connected the hotel 
to the railroad station 2 blocks away. 

The Wenonah House was only open during the summer. 
Most guests 
staying at 
the 
Wenonah 
House 
arrived by 
train from 
Philadelphia. 

Although 
summer 
business at 
the Wenonah House thrived until 1887, it changed 
ownership multiple times, and finally closed before being 
sold to founding father Stephen Greene for $5,000. 

Wenonah Inn (1894-1899) 
The Wenonah House was demolished and a new hotel – the 
Wenonah Inn – opened on the same site in 1894. The 
Wenonah Inn accommodated 150 guests and included a 
barber shop, laundry, amusement hall, billiard room, and 
bowling alley. 

The hotel became an instant success. On several occasions 
special trains 
from 
Philadelphia 
brought 
patrons for 
large dances 
and other 
affairs. There 
even was an 
opera. 
Business was 
described as 
“booming.” However, the boom was temporary. The 
Wenonah Inn closed in 1899 because automobiles made it 
easier to travel to more distant destinations.  

Wenonah House 
 

Fun Facts:  Two Hotels 

Wenonah Inn 
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The Wenonah Inn, which closed in 1899, became the 
Wenonah Military Academy. 

The hotel’s guest rooms were converted to classrooms, 
dormitory rooms, a library, a chapel, and an infirmary. 
Later, a gymnasium/drill hall was constructed, a stone wall 
was added along Clinton 
Ave., and the building that 
had housed the hotel’s 
bowling alley was 
transformed into a science 
laboratory. 

The Wenonah Military 
Academy opened its doors 
on September 20, 1904. 
The academy taught 
grades 5-12 and offered 
courses to prepare 
students for either further 
education or employment 
soon after graduation. 
Classes were small with 8-
12 students.  

Students came primarily from NJ, PA, NY, DE and OH, but 
some cadets came from as far away as South America, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico and Cuba. 

A diploma from the academy entitled the graduate 
admission to West Point, Annapolis or one of the best 

colleges or universities in 
the country, usually without 
qualifying tests. 

The Wenonah Military 
Academy closed for 
economic reasons after the 
1934-1935 school year, at 
the peak of the Great 
Depression. The land, 
buildings, furniture, 
equipment, books, linens, 
and utensils were sold at a 
sheriff’s sale on October 18, 
1935. Within a few years, 
most buildings on the 

academy campus were 
demolished.  

Fun Fact #2: The Wenonah Military Academy Fun Facts:  Wenonah Military Academy 

Wenonah Military Academy 
(Wall is still here today.) 
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You’re probably familiar with the building at the southwest corner of Mantua and West Aves. It’s the home of 
Ananda Yoga + Wellness, Salon Maxima, and Wenonah Family Chiropractic. Did you know many other business 
establishments used that corner location as well? In fact, Wenonah’s very first store, the Benjamin Packer Store, 
was located there in 1872. Later businesses included a convenience store, restaurant, cabinet store, and even a 
gas station. 
  

Fun Facts:  Southwest Corner of Mantua & West Aves. 

Benjamin Packer Store Charles Fredrick Sinclair Gas Station 
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Fun Facts:  Wenonah Was the Home of No Fewer  
Than 4 Horseback Riding Stables 

On Pine St. between Marion and Clinton Aves. 

Near Cedar St. and Jefferson Ave. 

Near East and Linden Aves. 
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Fun Facts:  Historic Firsts 

First Church (5 N. Clinton Ave.) 

First School Building 
(6 N. Marion Ave.) 

First Fire-Fighting Equipment 

First Water Tower 

First Mayor 
(Charles M. Wilkins) 

1872 – First July 4th Celebration 

1924 – First house numbers 

1925 – First paving of Mantua Ave. 

First Car 
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 The name of our town was almost spelled 
“Winona.” 

 The first ice cream parlor in South Jersey was in 
Wenonah at 7 & 9 W. Mantua Ave.  

 The church bell at the former Methodist Episcopal 
Church (northeast corner of Clinton Ave. and Willow 
St.) was once used as the town’s fire alarm. 

 The first 4th of July celebration in Wenonah was in 
1872. Activities ran from 5:00 AM to 11:30 PM. 
Supper was available at the Wenonah House for 50 
cents. 

 The train tracks originally ran along what is now N. 
Jefferson Ave. to just west of S. Jackson Ave. 

 William Frederick Allen, who was responsible for the 
original street layout for Wenonah, created 
standard time and time zones that are still used 
worldwide. 

 A YMCA was located at 6 N. Marion Ave. after the 
elementary school moved to its current location at 
Elm St. and Clinton Ave. 

 Ice nearly a foot thick was “harvested” from 
Wenonah Lake in the late 1800’s/early 1900’s. 

 The house at 
100 S. West Ave. 
was constructed 
as a tavern 
before 1773. It 
was a stop for 
stage coaches 
traveling 
between 
Camden and 
Cape May.

Fun Facts:  Did You Know? 

From Minutes 0f Mantua Land and Improvement Company 

Harvesting Ice at Wenonah Lake 
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Wenonah Public School Wins a Piano! 
In 1895, the Philadelphia Times sponsored a contest open to 
all colleges, academies, and public and private schools in 
New Jersey. Ballots were printed in the daily and Sunday 
newspapers from October 19 through December 31. The two 
entrants that submitted the most ballots would win their 
choice of upright pianos. 

The Wenonah Public School entered the contest against 
great odds. At the 
time, there were 
only 100 families and 
413 residents in 
town, including 
some staying at the 
Wenonah Inn. The 
winner of a similar 
contest for 
Philadelphia schools submitted 199,000 ballots. 

Despite the odds, Wenonah Public School amazingly won 
the contest and its choice of a piano with 411,000 ballots! 
Pretty amazing, don’t you think? 

Mrs. Frances Bossler Wins First Car in Wenonah! 
On May 27, 1900, the Philadelphia Inquirer newspaper 
announced the Captain Kidd Hidden Picture Series Contest. 
Entrants had to identify 6 hidden objects in each of 9 
puzzles. The grand prize 
was a 1900 Locomobile, 
valued at $750. 

Mrs. Frances Bossler, a 
23-year-old resident of 
Wenonah, entered the 
contest and (with help 
from her husband) 
correctly identified the 
hidden objects in every 
puzzle. However, six 
others also solved the 
puzzles. 

Mrs. Bossler was 
declared the contest 
winner after a blind 
draw. Her prize became 
the first automobile to be owned by a Wenonah resident!

Fun Facts:  Contest Winners 
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Teddy Roosevelt 
Teddy Roosevelt, the 26th president of the United States, 
spoke in Wenonah on May 24, 1912, while on a whistle-stop 
tour through New 
Jersey. 

Herb Pennock 
Herb Pennock attended 
the Wenonah Military 
Academy. He excelled in 
baseball, basketball, and 
track and field. 

At age 17, while still 
attending the academy, 
Herb was signed by 
baseball’s legendary 
Connie Mack to pitch in 
the major leagues for the 
Philadelphia Athletics. 

Herb went on to pitch for 
the Boston Red Sox and 
New York Yankees. 

 

He pitched for the team some 
consider the greatest baseball team 
of all time – the 1927 New York 
Yankees. His teammates included 
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig. 

Herb Pennock was elected to the 
Major League Baseball Hall of Fame 
in 1948. His hall of fame plaque in 
Cooperstown, NY notes the jump 
from prep school (Wenonah 
Military Academy) to the majors. 

Groucho Marx 
Groucho Marx, the most 
famous of the Marx Brothers, 
occasionally visited his sister-
in-law at 4 E. Willow St. He 
treated the boys’ baseball 
team to ice cream after a game 
at Cedar Field. 

  

Fun Facts:  Famous Visitors 

Groucho Marx 

Teddy Roosevelt 
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Dr. Hamilton T. Mason formulated and manufactured 
medicinal products in his laboratory at 7 S. Marion Ave. 
in the early 1900’s.   

Fun Facts:  Dr. Hamilton T. Mason 
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In 1925, Pan American Products 
Corporation constructed a 2-story, 
6,000-square-foot bottling plant on 
West Ave. near Cedar St. The plant was 
built to bottle Matteen, a new soft drink 
formulated by Wenonah’s 
Dr. Hamilton T. Mason. The 
plant was capable of 
bottling 1,000 cases per day. 

The bottling plant closed 
less than 3 years after 
opening.  

The building that housed 
the bottling plant was later 
used by the New Jersey Tex 
Company to manufacture 
cleaning products and Clark 
& Clark to manufacture 
pharmaceutical products. It became 
known to many as the “pill factory.” 

The pill factory was ravaged by fires in 
1969 and 1971. 

Fun Facts:  Soft Drinks, Soap and Medicine 
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 Once there was a grandstand that could seat 500 
spectators at Cedar Field. 

 A trowel used at the 1865 cornerstone-setting 
ceremony 
for the 
Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church 
(northeast 
corner of 
Clinton 
Ave. and 
Willow St.) 
is displayed in the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington, D.C. 

 Belford G. Royal, who lived at 500 E. Mantua Ave., 
was part of a team that invented the disc record. 

 More than 60 trains passed through Wenonah each 
day in the late 1890’s. 

 The Memorial Presbyterian Church is the only 
structure in Wenonah on the National and New 
Jersey Registers of Historic Places. 

 The first industry in Wenonah was a factory that 
canned 250,000 pounds of tomatoes per year in the 
1880’s. 

 In 1890, the 
price of lots 
averaged about 
$200. 

 Before 
Wenonah, the 
land here 
consisted of 
sweet potato 
farms. 

 Wenonah Lake 
once had a 
diving tower. 

Fun Facts:  Did You Know? 

Grandstand at Cedar Field 

Diving Tower at Wenonah Lake 
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Wenonah has been the home of numerous businesses:

 Bakery  Car Service Shop 

 Cannery  Bottling Plant 

 Meat Markets  Skating Rink 

 Coffee Shops  Shoe Store 

 Pharmacies  Grocery Stores 

 Gas Station  Meat Markets 

 Dry Cleaner  Hardware Stores 

 Flower Shop  Delicatessens 

 Hobby Shop  Music Studio 

 Tea Room  Restaurants 

 Barber Shop  Ice Cream Parlor 

 Clothing Store  Greenhouses 

  

The Amazing Piano Contest Some More Fun Facts Oakwood Farm Wenonah Military Academy Famous Residents Fun Facts:  Past Businesses 

3 E. Mantua Ave. 

101 S. Marion Ave. 3 E. Mantua Ave. 

7 & 9 W. Mantua Ave. 

S. West Ave. 

Marion Ave. at Cherry St. 

W. Mantua Ave. 
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The End 

This concludes the story walk. The Wenonah Historical Society hopes you enjoyed reading the fun facts 
about Wenonah and learned a bit about the history of our town. Perhaps, you even gleaned a trivia 
question from the fun facts to test the knowledge of a neighbor or friend. 
 

Coming in June … “July 4th in Wenonah” 

Ask anybody what their favorite day of the year is in Wenonah. Chances are the answer will be “July 
4th.” It’s a special day in a special town. In June, the Wenonah Historical Society will tell a story about 
the town’s Independence Day celebrations, beginning with the very first celebration in 1872. 

 

 


